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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Makes various revisions to the election laws 
including:  requiring counties to post certain information on the county Web 
site; increased mailings; requiring six election officials and one machine 
operator for no more than six machines at a polling place; authorizing a 
person to e-mail a transfer of voter registration with a scanned signature; 
increasing the maximum size of precincts from 5,000 voters to 7,500 voters; 
providing for certain election notices to be published on the county Web site if 
certain newspaper publishing rates are not given to the counties.  
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase Local Expenditures – $32,000/One-Time*  
       $96,000/Every Two Years*  

Decrease Local Expenditures – Exceeds $200,000/Statewide/Every 
               Two Years              

 
 Assumptions: 
 

• According to a survey, approximately 32 counties that currently do not 
have Web sites will be required to create a Web site to post certain 
information related to election procedures. 

• The cost to create a basic Web site is estimated to be approximately 
$1,000, for a one-time increase in local expenditures of approximately 
$32,000 statewide ($1,000 x 32). 

• Some counties may experience increased mailings to provide a postage 
prepaid return form upon receipt of information regarding a change of 
the voter’s address from the National Change of Address program and 
the Department of Safety’s drivers’ license change of address 
information.  Any increase in mailing costs is estimated to be not 
significant. 

• Counties that do not currently employ at least six election officials at 
polling places would be required to do so.  Current law requires four 
officials.  Each official is paid at least $60 ($10 for training and $50 for 
working on Election Day).   
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• According to a survey done by the Coordinator of Elections, many 
counties currently have at least six election officials at each polling 
location.  

• There are approximately 2,500 precincts statewide.  This estimate is 
based on two elections held every two years with only about one-third of 
the precincts needing additional election officials.  The increase in local 
government expenditures to add election officials is estimated to be 
approximately $96,000 every two years (800 precincts x $60 for one 
additional election official x 2 elections = $96,000).  

• According to the Coordinator of Elections, there could be a savings to 
local government if counties publish election notices on the Web site 
rather than in a newspaper if certain publication rates are not given to 
county election commissions.   

• The amount of savings from the use of the county Web site rather than 
newspaper publication cannot be determined due to certain unknown 
variables.  However, such savings can be estimated to exceed $200,000 
statewide over a two-year period.    

 
 
*Article II, Section 24 of the Tennessee Constitution provides that:  no law of general 
application shall impose increased expenditure requirements on cities or counties 
unless the General Assembly shall provide that the state share in the cost. 
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